GPRA Thanksgiving Match- November 9, 2021
Dear Great Pyrenees Friends,
Here is the story of Amaya/Bella and Charlie and Daisy...
I guess I will start our story with a little family backstory…
From the moment our eldest daughter Gwen was born, I tried with all my might to make her a
mini crazy cat lady like me. No matter how hard I pushed, it only made her a bigger and more
obsessed dog lover. She was raised around a dog (a corgi), who by the time she was born was a
super-senior and, sadly, not a fan of kids, so when he passed in the spring of 2020, we knew it
was time for our family to look into getting a new dog. We did endless amounts of research
trying to find which breed would be the best fit for our family (specifically Gwen) and discovered
the mighty Great Pyrenees and that it was highly recommended as a companion for children, like
ours, with sensory processing disorders and autism spectrum disorder. I found and reached out
to GPRA online and they couldn’t have been more helpful. I was put in contact with Shawna who
matched us up with a STUNNING middle-aged momma dog named “Amaya” who she confidently
felt would be a perfect fit for our family, however, she did come with a tragic backstory and a
laundry list of health issues. We were a little nervous, but we were assured the rescue would
help support us and navigate the path to fixing her health problems. With an open heart, we
decided we would simply meet Amaya (along with her wonderful foster mom, Aubrey, and
Shawna) and have this be the determining factor in finalizing her adoption. Well, I guess you can
see where this is going: it was literally love at first sight and before you could blink an eye, this
giant white doggy had a new home, a family, and a shiny rainbow + unicorn collar with a new
name: “Bella Bia”, which we later found out translates to ‘beautiful white’ and she was! Bella
immediately became such an enormous and special part of our family. She patiently and eagerly
played so many different roles for us: our daughter’s best friend, our family’s therapist, our
house’s new security system (lol), and our baby’s personal bodyguard after she was born in
March 2021. Our daughter, Gwen, would spend hours dressing Bella up and setting up elaborate
tea parties where Bella was at the head of the table wearing some wild headdress and, as
always, Bella would just patiently wait until her girl was ready to move on to the next activity. I
don’t have enough words to articulate the love that was mutually shared. During that first year
together, we medically went through A LOT with Bella, but GPRA, as promised, was always there
guiding us (Thank you Marla + Andrei), and helped Bella get spayed, go through a very difficult
heartworm treatment process, treat bladder stones, and, sadly, comforting us in our unexpected
final chapter with her which was learning she had developed an aggressive and fatal bone
cancer. It felt like such a cruel twist of fate that we were finally just on the cusp of Bella being
healthy and living her BEST life and then finding out it was all over almost instantly. Losing Bella
was traumatic for our family, but even so, in that short year that we had the world’s most
beautiful big white doggy, I would do it again in a heartbeat. Bella changed us. She brought so
much happiness into our home and the calm that we all so desperately needed during the most
difficult year of our lives. Her life was tragically cut short, but it mattered and will forever be
imprinted on our hearts.
I don’t know exactly what came over me when I found out the news that Bella was dying, as I
was so incredibly lost and didn’t know who to turn to, so I went to the GPRA alumni Facebook
page and poured my heart out and shared our devastation in a post. I still get emotional at the
enormous amount of love, kindness, and support we received in response to the news about our
girl. You guys, this wonderful, kind community filled with strangers all connected through our
mutual love of our gentle giants, took our family in your hearts and made us feel the same way
our dog always did: loved. We found out that a bunch of amazing anonymous souls offered to
cover the cost of adoption whenever our family was ready to adopt again. We took some time to
grieve as a family and process the loss, but I kept going back to thinking “What would Bella want
us to do?” She had the most pure soul and we knew, without a doubt, she would want us to take

all that love we had and share it with another Pyr so that they, too, could experience a special
life like hers. So, I reached out to the rescue and, again, Shawna matched us quickly with what
she felt was the pyrfect fit, however, there was a small, no, giant catch: there wasn’t one, but
TWO. A pair. Biological sibling pups, who had already been in TWO families in under a year and
they were hoping the 3rd time could be the charm. Here we were again, just like a year before,
doing the whole “can we do this?” speech with ourselves and decided that we would enter this
the same way we did with Bella: allow the meet and greet to guide our decision. Well, I can tell
you that lightning CAN strike twice (or thrice?) because our family fell in love with these two
giant puppies who we’ve named Charlie and Daisy. On Aug 1, 2021, we celebrated their 1st
birthday with doggie cakes and, of course, his and hers birthday outfits and I will never forget
looking up in the sky and seeing the biggest fluffiest white clouds that looked just like Bella’s fur
and knowing she was there…she’s always there watching over us and loving us from afar. We
have, in a way, completed the trifecta of rescue: Bella ended her hard life in a loving home with
a family, Charlie and Daisy now have a stable and loving forever home to grow old in and create
a million memories, and we, our family that in the beginning of 2020 had no clue what a Great
Pyrenees even was, has grown 3 times in size, has an abundance of ever flowing dog hair
everywhere (!), and will never again not have a gentle giant calling this house a home.
Thank you GPRA. Thank you for the hard work you all do and the countless souls you save and
lives you touch. I know at times you probably feel overwhelmed with the heartache you
experience in the rescue process, but please know, it is because of the work you tirelessly do,
that you make all this joy, love, happiness, and dress up tea parties (I hope it’s not only just in
our house) possible. Thank you.
Please click here to donate or send your check to 4651 Woodstock Road, Suite 208-185,
Woodstock, GA 30075. With your help and the generosity of our anonymous donor we can
achieve our goal of at least $100,000 which will cover the cost of rescuing approximately 75
PYRS. Please play a role in making this happen.
Thank you for your continued support of GPRA.
John,
GPRA President and Founder
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Progress towards
$100,000 Goal
Each white PYR represents
amounts collected toward our goal
of raising enough to save 75 PYRS.
Click HERE to donate.

2022 Calendars
are NOW AVAILABLE
Please click
HERE
to purchase these wonderful calendars

Silent Auction
We will be having a Silent Auction at our Gentle Giants in
the Park event to be held on April 30, 2022. Please
contact us if you are able to donate any items to the
auction. We can be reached at

SilentAuction2022@greatpyratlanta.com

Please select GPRA as your charity of choice
with Amazon. They will donate a portion of
their sales to us.


Amazon Link

Please select GPRA as your charity of choice
with Kroger. They will donate a portion of
their sales. Our Kroger NPO number is
WM099. Please have your Kroger Plus card
handy.

Kroger Link

Great Pyrenees Rescue of Atlanta
404.829.2609
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